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ARTS EDUCATION
Student Access and Equity in Alaska

The mission of the Alaska Department of Education
and Early Development (DEED) is to provide an excellent
education for every student, every day. In many of Alaska’s
schools, the arts play a role in what an "excellent education”
looks like. While access to the arts is not universal, and
there are enduring gaps and inequities among schools,
the arts are indeed alive across our vast state. Through
creative scheduling, professional development, community
partnerships, and stakeholder involvement, many districts are
extending learning opportunities to students through music,
theater, visual arts, media arts, Alaska Native arts, and dance.

Teachers are the ones who create opportunities, who
open the doors to learning about the arts and artistic
expression in all forms. In 2019 the Alaska Department of
Education and Early Development, with assistance from the
Education Commission on the States, looked into the number
of students in Alaska who have access to at least one arts
course. The purpose of this activity was to give stakeholders
some of the information they need to address needs, close
gaps, and devise strategies to reach even more youth with
creative approaches to learning.

The following data, collected from all Alaskan districts
and presented by the DEED data team, gives us a picture of
how many students do not have any access to an art course.

* No access means there are no arts courses available.

There are a total of 22 charts illustrating the data reported by
districts to the Department. The graphs reveal information
such as:

#* Alaska Native/American Indian students have less
access to the arts than other ethnicities

#* Students who are Economically Disadvantaged are
less likely to have arts access than their peers who are
not so

¥ There are 9 districts where students do not have any
access to the arts; there are 16 districts where [00% of
students have access to instruction in at least one art
form

* 1490 of students in rural hub/fringe communities (on
and off road) have access to Alaska Native Arts, while
only 3% of urban (on and off road) students have such
access

¥ 509 of urban students have access to music; 34%
from rural hub communities have access to music and
only 2% of rural off road students do

We canview the data by location, ethnicity and by art form
(music, visual arts, media and graphic arts, dance, theater)
across the spectrum of grades, to see which students are
more prone to receive an excellent education, one rich with
exposure and experience with the arts.

This report gives us the chance to more deeply probe
issues of equity and access in Alaskan schools, to talk about
fairness in the educational experience, and to promote the
arts for all. Solid research over the years gives evidence to
the value and impact of the arts on student achievement,
motivation and wellbeing.

We hope that across Alaska local school boards,
community leaders, Native corporations and Tribal
organizations, businesses and policy makers will engage
in discussions about quality and excellence in our schools,
using the arts data as a springboard to their thinking and
conversations.

For more information about the data contained in this
report, contact Colton Christian, Data Manager, at the Alaska
Department of Education and Early Development, at your
convenience at colton.christian@alaska.gov

*Note that geographic definitions produced by REL Northwest
(Vasquez Cano, Bel Hadj Amor, & Pierson, 2019) that are commonly
used by DEED to analyze geographic differences in education data
were used. The ethnicity definitions are not from this citation.

Geographic definitions include:
Rural hub/fringe (on & off road
Rural remote (off road)

Urban (on & off road)
Urban fringe (on & off road)

Ethnicity is listed as:
African American
Alaska Native/American Indian
Asian/Pacific Islander
Caucasian
Hispanic
Two or More Races

*Vazquez Cano, M., Bel Hadj Amor, H., & Pierson, A. (2019). Educator Retention and Turnover Under the Midnight Sun: Examining Trends and Relation-
ships in Teacher, Principal, and Superintendent Movement in Alaska. Portland, OR: Education Northwest, Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest.
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Arts Accessibility

Percent, Statewide, All Students, by Art Discipline

Alaska Art Band Dance Elementary  Elementary Media & Music Theater
Native Arts Art (K-6) Music (K-6)  Graphic Arts
(Voc. Ed)

Arts Accessibility

Percent, Statewide, All Grades, by Subgroup

African Alaska Asian/Pacific Caucasian Hispanic Two or More Economically
American Native/ Islander Races Disadvanted
American

Indian
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Arts Accessibility

Statewide, All Grades, by Subgroup, with Student Count
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%)

Tanana City School District

Saint Mary's School District

Pribilof School District

Pelican City School District

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District
Kuspuk School District

Hydaburg City School District

Chugach School District

Aleutian Region School District

Alaska Gateway School District
Annette Island School District

Yukon Flats School District

Southwest Region School District
Lower Yukon School District
Northwest Arctic Borough School District
Dillingham City School District

Bering Strait School District

Lower Kuskokwim School District
Aleutians East Borough School District
Iditarod Area School District

Yupiit School District

All Students
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Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District

Valdez City School District

Sitka School District

Haines Borough School District
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Chatham School District
Anchorage School District

Bristol Bay Borough School District
Copper River School District
Nome Public Schools

Juneau Borough School District
Cordova City School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Yakutat School District

Wrangell Public School District
Unalaska City School District
Skagway School District
Petersburg Borough School District
Nenana City School District

Mount Edgecumbe

Klawock City School District
Kashunamiut School District

Kake City School District

Hoonah City School District
Galena City School District

Denali Borough School District
Delta/Greely School District

Craig City School District

o
o
S
xX

[ee————— R
O 0.5 %
I 027 1%
O O3.527;
I O.20%
O O .32
I 117
I O 6%
S 0503
O 0526
O O7.11%
[ LR

20.00% 40.00% 60.00%

80.00%

99.43%
99.72%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%

100.00%



Student Access and Equity in Alaska @-

Econo

Tanana City School District

Saint Mary's School District

Pribilof School District

Pelican City School District

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District
Kuspuk School District

Hydaburg City School District

Chugach School District

Aleutian Region School District

Alaska Gateway School District
Southwest Region School District
Yukon Flats School District

Annette Island School District

Lower Yukon School District

Iditarod Area School District

Northwest Arctic Borough School District
Aleutians East Borough School District
Dillingham City School District

Bering Strait School District

Lower Kuskokwim School District

North Slope Borough School District
Southeast Island School District

Kodiak Island Borough School District
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Sitka School District

Anchorage School District
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Copper River School District

Valdez City School District

Nome Public Schools

Juneau Borough School District

Yupiit School District

Yukon-Koyukuk School District

Yakutat School District

Wrangell Public School District
Unalaska City School District

Skagway School District

Petersburg Borough School District
Nenana City School District

Mount Edgecumbe

Klawock City School District
Kashunamiut School District

Kake City School District

Hoonah City School District

Haines Borough School District

Galena City School District

Denali Borough School District
Delta/Greely School District

Craig City School District

Cordova City School District

Chatham School District

Bristol Bay Borough School District

Arts Accessibility Per District (%)
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades
African American Subgroup

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District = 0.00%
Chugach School District = 0.00%
Chatham School District | 0.00%
Bering Strait School District = 0.00%
Annette Island School District = 0.00%
Alaska Gateway School District = 0.00%
Lower Kuskokwim School District | 16.67%

Lower Yukon School District _ 33.33%

Yupiit School District 50.00%

Iditarod Area School District _ 60.00%

Kodiak Island Borough School District

77.78%

Northwest Arcti Borough School District | 5.71%

North Siope Borough School District | 50.1%
Anchorage School District | 53.05'%

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 93.56%

Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District | 9.757%

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District 96.19%

Yukon-Koyukuk School District 100.00%

Vakutat School Ditrict | 100.00%

Valdez City School District — 100.00%
Unalaska City School District — 100.00%
Skagway School District — 100.00%

Sitka SchoolDistrict | 100 00%

Petersburg Borough School District — 100.00%
Nome PublicSchools ) 100.00%

Nenana City School District _ 100.00%

Mount Edgecumbe | 100.00%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District _ 100.00%
Juneau Borough School District _ 100.00%
Hoonah City School District _ 100.00%

Galena City School District |, 100.00%

Denali Borough School District _ 100.00%
Delta/Greely School District — 100.00%

Craig City School District _ 100.00%

Cordova City School District — 100.00%
Copper River School District _ 100.00%

Bristol Bay Borough School District — 100.00%
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades
Alaskan Native/American Indian Subgroup

Tanana City School District

Saint Mary's School District

Pribilof School District

Pelican City School District

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District
Kuspuk School District

Hydaburg City School District

Chugach School District

Aleutian Region School District

Alaska Gateway School District

Iditarod Area School District

Annette Island School District

Yukon Flats School District

Southwest Region School District
Lower Yukon School District

Northwest Arctic Borough School District
Dillingham City School District
Aleutians East Borough School District
Bering Strait School District

Lower Kuskokwim School District

North Slope Borough School District
Southeast Island School District

Yupiit School District

Kodiak Island Borough School District
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District
Anchorage School District

Sitka School District

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
Copper River School District

Nome Public Schools

Juneau Borough School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District

Yakutat School District

Wrangell Public School District

Valdez City School District

Unalaska City School District

Skagway School District

Petersburg Borough School District
Nenana City School District

Mount Edgecumbe

Klawock City School District
Kashunamiut School District

Kake City School District

Hoonah City School District

Haines Borough School District

Galena City School District

Denali Borough School District
Delta/Greely School District

Craig City School District

Cordova City School District

Chatham School District

Bristol Bay Borough School District
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0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades
Asian/Pacific Islander Subgroup

Southeast Island School District = 0.00%
Hydaburg City School District = 0.00%
Chugach School District = 0.00%
Aleutian Region School District = 0.00%
Alaska Gateway School District = 0.00%

Dillingham City School District [ R 50.00%
Lower Kuskokwim School District [ R 53.32%
Aleutians East Borough School District [ R 75.00%
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District [ G ©2.92%
Anchorage School District | R 04.38%
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District [ R 04.76%
Valdez City School District [ R 05.45%
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District [ . 06.76%
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District [ . ©6.97%
Sitka School District |GGG 07 3%
Kodiak Island Borough School District [ e 08.75%
Juneau Borough School District [ R 09.30%
Yupiit School District |GGG 100 00'%
Yukon-Koyukuk School District [ . 100.00%

Yakutat School District [ R 100.00%

Wrangell Public School District [ R 100.00%
Unalaska City School District [ . 100.00%
Skagway School District |GG 100007
Petersburg Borough School District [ R 100.00%
Northwest Arctic Borough School District [ T 1.00.00%
North Slope Borough School District [ R 100.00%
Nome Public Schools |GG 100.00%

Nenana City School District [ T 100.00%

Mount Edgecumbe |GGG 100007

Lower Yukon School District [ R 1.00.00%

Kake City School District [ T 1.00.00%

Iditarod Area School District [ . 100.00%
Haines Borough School District | R 100.00%
Galena City School District [ . 100.00%

Denali Borough School District [ R 100.00%
Delta/Greely School District | R 100.00%

Craig City School District [ R 100.00%

Cordova City School District [ R 100.00%
Copper River School District [ R 100.00%

Bristol Bay Borough School District [ . 100.00%
Bering Strait School District | R 1.00.00%
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades

Tanana City School District

Pelican City School District

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District
Kuspuk School District

Hydaburg City School District

Chugach School District

Aleutian Region School District

Alaska Gateway School District

Annette Island School District

Yukon Flats School District

Southwest Region School District
Lower Kuskokwim School District
Dillingham City School District

Bering Strait School District

Aleutians East Borough School District
Lower Yukon School District

Kodiak Island Borough School District
Northwest Arctic Borough School District
Bristol Bay Borough School District
Southeast Island School District
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Valdez City School District
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
Haines Borough School District
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District
Sitka School District

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Chatham School District

Copper River School District

Anchorage School District

North Slope Borough School District
Iditarod Area School District

Juneau Borough School District
Cordova City School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District

Yakutat School District

Wrangell Public School District
Unalaska City School District

Skagway School District

Petersburg Borough School District
Nome Public Schools

Nenana City School District

Mount Edgecumbe

Klawock City School District
Kashunamiut School District

Kake City School District

Hoonah City School District

Galena City School District

Denali Borough School District
Delta/Greely School District

Craig City School District

Caucasian Subgroup

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

N 18.18%

E— 25.00%

E—— 25.00%

E— 33.30%

E—— 40.00%
S 60.00%
) 66.57%
iy 72.73%
R 73 35%
)  77.19%
) 50.00%

82.27%
) 90.11%
) 91.08%
) 91.73%
) 92.27%
R — 92.41%
R — 9" 23%
. 95.46%
R 5.52%
. 96.9%%
Ny 97.30%
) 95.51%
) 99.19%
) 99.33%
) 9°.44%

100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades
Hispanic Subgroup

Pribilof School District = 0.00%

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District = 0.00%
Chugach School District = 0.00%

Annette Island School District ' 0.00%

Aleutian Region School District = 0.00%

Dillingham City School District | R 36.36%
Southwest Region School District _ 50.00%
Lower Kuskokwim School District [ T 50.00%
Aleutians East Borough School District _ 50.00%
Iditarod Area School District [ R 20.00%
Copper River School District — 81.82%
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District — 89.83%
Kodiak Island Borough School District [ . 59.94%
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District — 93.82%
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District [ T 04.16%
Sitka School District GGG 0 23
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District — 96.01%
Anchorage School District _ 96.66%
Juneau Borough School District _ 99.38%

Yukon-Koyukuk School District 100.00%

Yakutat School District 100.00%
Wrangell Public School District 100.00%
Valdez City School District 100.00%
Unalaska City School District 100.00%
Southeast Island School District 100.00%
Skagway School District 100.00%
Petersburg Borough School District 100.00%
Northwest Arctic Borough School District 100.00%
North Slope Borough School District 100.00%
Nome Public Schools 100.00%
Nenana City School District 100.00%
Klawock City School District 100.00%
Hoonah City School District 100.00%
Haines Borough School District 100.00%
Galena City School District 100.00%
Denali Borough School District 100.00%
Delta/Greely School District 100.00%
Craig City School District 100.00%
Cordova City School District 100.00%

100.00%

Bristol Bay Borough School District
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Arts Accessibility Per District (%), All Grades
Two or More Races Subgroup

Tanana City School District

Saint Mary's School District

Pelican City School District

Lake and Peninsula Borough School District
Kuspuk School District

Hydaburg City School District

Chugach School District

Alaska Gateway School District

Lower Yukon School District

Southwest Region School District

Lower Kuskokwim School District
Dillingham City School District

Aleutians East Borough School District
Iditarod Area School District

Northwest Arctic Borough School District
Southeast Island School District

Sitka School District

Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District
Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
North Slope Borough School District
Kodiak Island Borough School District
Anchorage School District

Valdez City School District

Juneau Borough School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District

Yakutat School District

Wrangell Public School District

Skagway School District

Petersburg Borough School District
Nome Public Schools

Nenana City School District

Mount Edgecumbe

Klawock City School District

Hoonah City School District

Haines Borough School District

Galena City School District

Denali Borough School District
Delta/Greely School District

Craig City School District

Cordova City School District

Copper River School District

Chatham School District

Bristol Bay Borough School District
Bering Strait School District

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

I 25.00%
I 3 62%

I 37.50%
I ¢ 30%
I .57
I 5 2%
I 3 56%
I C2. 1

I 067
I 02.2%
I 02 .2%
I 527
I 037 1%
I 0517
I O 05
I 055
I ©7.79%
I 0026

100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
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Alaska Native Arts
by Area/Location, All Students

3%
0%

Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe

(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
Visual Arts

by Area/Location, All Students
50%

40%

Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe

(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
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Band
by Area/Location, All Students

47%
36%
30%
0%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
Dance
by Area/Location, All Students
14%
9% 10%
7%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)



Elementary Art, Grades K-6
by Area/Location, All Students

35%
29%
11%
2%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)

Elementary Music, Grades K-6
by Area/Location, All Students

50%
45%
34%
2%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
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Media/Graphic Arts
by Area/Location, All Students

40%
35%
30%
10%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
Music
by Area/Location, All Students
49%
43%
34%
30%
Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)
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Theater
by Area/Location, All Students

33%

21% 19%

13%

Rural Hub/Fringe Rural Remote Urban Urban Fringe
(on & off road) (off road) (on & off road) (on & off road)



